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1. What is a Business Improvement District (BID)?

A Business Improvement District (BID) is a defined commercial area where businesses and
property owners work together to invest in improvements that strengthen the local business
environment.

A BID allows businesses to collectively fund and direct initiatives that support:

e Economic growth
e Safety and cleanliness
¢ Marketing and promotion
e Beautification
o Business attraction and retention
e Advocacy
The goal is to create a vibrant, competitive, and sustainable commercial district.

2. Why is a BID being proposed for Confederation Urban Centre?

Confederation Urban Centre is a key commercial hub on the west side of Saskatoon. Establishing a
BID will allow businesses to:

e Have a stronger unified voice
e Address safety and cleanliness concerns
e Improve the appearance and perception of the area
e Increase customer traffic
e Support long-term economic growth
A BID gives local businesses control over local priorities.

3. How is a BID funded?

A BID is funded through a levy applied to commercial property taxes within the designated
boundary.

e Thelevyis collected by the City of Saskatoon.
e Allfunds are reinvested directly into the Confederation Urban Centre.
e The levy structure is determined through consultation and formal municipal approval.

The projected start date is January 1, 2027.



4. How much will the levy cost?
The exact levy rate has not yet been finalized.
Before implementation:

e Aproposed budget and levy model will be shared.

e Businesses and property owners will be informed.

¢ City Council must formally approve the BID.
The goal is to establish a fair and sustainable funding structure that reflects the needs and capacity
of the district.

5. Who governs the BID?

If established, the BID would be governed by a local Board of Directors made up of representatives
from businesses and property owners within the district.

The Board would:
e Set priorities
e Approve budgets
¢ Oversee programming
e Ensure accountability
The BID would operate under municipal bylaws and reporting requirements.

6. What kinds of initiatives could a BID fund?
Examples include:

e Enhanced security initiatives

e Graffitiremoval and cleanliness programs

e Beautification (lighting, planters, streetscape)

e Events and promotions

e Marketing campaigns

e Business support programs

e Advocacy on safety and economic policy
Initiatives are determined locally by the BID Board.

7. Will the BID replace City services?
No. A BID supplements City services — it does not replace them.

City services such as policing, show removal, and infrastructure maintenance continue. A BID
allows businesses to invest in enhancements above baseline municipal services.



8. What is required to obtain approval from City Council?

Establishing a Business Improvement District requires the proponent (SWBA) to secure 50% + 1of
the business in the area to support the BID, and 50% + 1 of the total current tax assessment value.

Signing the petition indicates support for moving forward with the formal establishment process.
The final levy structure, budget, and bylaw must go through a formal City approval process.

9. What are the benefits of forming a BID?

Communities with BIDs experience:

Increased business collaboration
Stronger advocacy

Improved cleanliness and appearance
Enhanced marketing presence
Increased property values over time
Greater economic resilience

A BID allows businesses to shape their own future rather than react to external decisions.

10. What happens next if there is sufficient support?

If there is demonstrated support, the steps are as follows
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A formal proposal is submitted to the City of Saskatoon.
The City reviews the boundary and levy structure.

A bylaw process is initiated.

Formal notice is given to property owners.

If approved, the BID launches January 1, 2027.

12. Who can | contact with questions?

For more information, please contact:

Karen Kobussen

Chief Executive Officer

Saskatoon West Business Association
306-370-7647

ceo@skwest.ca



